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THE HARVEY TERCENTENARY MEMORIAL FUND.

THE amount subscribed now exceeds £1,250. Amongst the contribu-
tions of the past week, are one hundred guineas from the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of London. We are desired to state that further
subscriptions are greatly needed, and again to request the members of
the profession who have not hitherto contributed to this object to
kindly send their donations at once to either of the hon. treasurers (Sir
George Burrows, Bart., or Mr. Prescott Hewett), or to either of the
hon. secretaries (NMr. George Eastes, M. B , 69, Connaught Street,
Hyde Parki Square, London, W.; or Mr. XW. G. S. HIarrison, B.A.,
Town Clerlk, Follkestone), or to pay them into the account of the Har-
vey Tercentenary Memorial Fund, at the We.stern Branch of the Bank
of England, Burlington Gardens, London, W. Subscriptions from five
shillings upwards wllI be very acceptable.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH.

THE fifth ordinary meeting of the Session will be held at the York
House, Bath, on Thursday, April 25th, at 7.15 P.M.; HENRY MAR-
SHALL, M.D., President.

R. S. FOWLE R, Honorary Secretaries.
E. C. BOARD,

Bath, April Ist, I878.

NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH.
THE spring meeting of this Branch will be held in the Board Room of
the Guardians, at Hexham, on Thursday, April 25th, at 2 o'clock P.M.
The following papers, etc., have been promised.
I. Drs. Stainthorpe and Farmer: Case of Aortic Aneurism in a

boy aged 13.
2. Drs. Stainthorpe and Farmer: Case of Contracted Knee-Joint,

recently operated on by division of the Tendons and Forcible Exten-
sion.

3. Dr. Byrom Bramwell: On the Differential Diagnosis of Aortic
Aneurisms and other Intrathoracic Tumours, with cases and specimens.

4. Dr. E. C. Anderson: On Leucine and Tyrosine, and their Dia-
gnostic Value in Disease, with cases.

5. Dr. James Murphy: Exhibition of Tarnier's Obstetric Forceps.
6. Dr. James Murphy: On Puerperal Convulsions.
7. Dr. Philipson: Notes of a Case of Haematuria.
8. Dr. J. C. Murray: Case of Difficult Instrumental Labour from

Deformed Pelvis.
9. Dr. M. McW. Bradley: Post Partum Hamorrhage; with notes

of three cases successfully treated by compression of the Abdominal
Aorta.

IO. Dr. Eastwood: Medical Reform and a Petition to Parliament.
Dinner at the White Hart Hotel at 4.30 P.M.; charge six shillings,

exclusive of wine.
G. H. PHILIPSON, M.D., Honorary Secretary.

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, April 2nd, 1878.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF

SURGEONS.
SiF,-I request the favour of an insertion in yourJOURNAL of a

copy of a letter, which I have addressed to Mr. Bradley, on the subject
of Mr. Lund's candidature for election into the Council of the College
of Surgeons.-I am, sir, your obedient servant, T. B. CURLING.

39, Grosvenor Street, Grosvenor Square, W., April 13th, I878.
" 39, Grosvenor Street, Grosvenor Square, W., April 13th, I878.

"DIear Sir,-I regret that I am unable to sign the paper you have
sent me, inviting Mr. Lund to become a candidate, at the next election,
to the Council of the College of Surgeons. Mr. Lund's position as a
sur-geon, and his contributions to surgical literature, I cordially agree
with you, entitle him to the confidence of the profession ; but they do
not give him a claim to election on the College Council in preference
to many of his seniors in the Fellowship, amongst whom I may name
AMr. Lister, Sir Henry Thompson, Mr. Callender, Mr. Hulke, Mr.
Heath, Mr. Durham, and Mr. Hutchinson.
"There are already three Provincial Fellows on the Council, and, if

the numbers be increased, there may be difficulty in getting the busi-

ness of the College transacted. Members of the Council residing at a
distance from London are not usually elected on important committees,
from a desire not to put them to the serious inconvenience of attend-
ance; and they are practically ineligible for the higher offices of Pre-
sident and Vice-President, who are expected to attend all committees.

" Even if there were not several Fellows from the provinces on the
Council, I should demur altogether to the reason you give for Mr.
Lund's election as a representative of the provincial Fellows. The
Council know nothing of class interests. The interests of the pro-
vincial Fellows are equally the interests of Ahe metropolitan.-I am,
dear sir, yours faithfully, "T. B. CURLING.

"S. M. Bradley, Esq."

MEDICAL REFORM.
SIR,-I have just received a circular inviting me, at the instance of

the Medical Reform Committee of the British Medical Association, to
enrol myself as an individual atom, or (say) -5-'-Oth part, in a p5lbisczte
of the whole profession, as regards two important questions to be an-
swered by a simple " Yes" or " No". I cannot give such an answer,
and I wish to explain to you the reason. In doing so, although I do
not affect to speak for more than one member of a large body, it may
be that I shall be giving expression to opinions also entertained by
others.
For the Medical Reform Committee, individually and collectively, I

feel, personally, nothing but entire respect. Most of the members of it
are my friends, some ot them very old friends. But I venture to doubt
whether the principle of the pfibiscite, as thus introduced by them into
medical politics, is a sound one. We all know that when Napoleon
some years ago, under the Second Empire, demanded of the French
people the famous " Oui", or " Non", the issue was already prejudged
in his favour. We all know, also, what that same French people think
now-a-days of the claims of the " man of Sedan". It may be, that a
plebiscite without reasons, and promoted by the Medical Reform Com-
mittee upon a prejudged issue, may be equally conclusive as to the real
opinion of the medical profession.
A prejudged issue? Yes; for the letter of the seven members of

Committee, enclosed along with the voting paper, declares that " the
action of the British Medical Association and of the profession is
imperatively required to frustrate the passing of a Medical Bill which
does not embody the principles, etc."; and it calls upon every one
of us to petition the lHouse of Lords against "any Bill which does not
embody these great principles". A form of petition to this effect,
ready made for use, and with full directions, is enclosed along with the
voting paper and this general order from head-quarters. Now, that is
what I call a somewhat Napoleonic proceeding, no doubt in a very
modified degree as compared with the original; let us call it a very
mild kind of benevolent despotism on the part of our Medical Reform
Committee.

I will now give you my answers to the two questions-not in the
simple form proposed of "Yes" and "No"-yet briefly, and without
too much detailed argument.

I. Are you of opinion that the medical profession should be directly
represented in the General Medical Council? Answer-Yes; provided
a fitting machinery can be devised for so complicaterd and difficult an
operation as ascertaining, and finally giving effect to, the real mind of
the whole profession upon the claims of individuals ; but certainly not,
if you, Mr. Editor, and the Medical Reform Committee, or any other
committee, or committees, of the British Medical Association, are to be
constituted the official wire-pullers, or promoters, of a vote done, like
this one, in the form of a plebiscite. And I need hardly say to you that
I mean nothing offensive, or even disrespectful, to any of you by this
declaration. What I mean is simply that the medical profession, apart
from its ancient and more or less organised corporations, is at present
an almost inorganised and incoherent mass of opinion, which can only
be organised through some kind of deliberative assembly, and not
through a chance got in a hurry, say for half an hour at each annual
meeting of the British Medical Association, for expressing itself in a
kind of casual and make-believe fashion on such important questions
as are here submitted to us at the instance of the Medical Reform Com-
mittee. Those who were present last year at Manchester know what
kind of discussion takes place, and who represent " the profession",
when nine-tenths of the Association have gone off in search of amuse-
ment on a- fine afternoon, caring nothing about politics. Dr. Waters,
in particular, will, I think, probably agree with me that " the profes-
sion" does not always appear to advantage in such political discussion,
when, like every other fortuitous concourse of atoms, we are blown
hither and thither, while perhaps a dozen or two of us make speeches
and pass resolutions, in the name of the British Medical Association.


